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11 August 2017 

Upcoming Events 

11 Aug SSSSA Team Surfing Event 

15 Aug    Governing Council @ Penneshaw 

21-25 Aug Book Week  

29 Aug Interschool Sports @ Yankalilla 

31 Aug Staff Training Day 

1 Sep School Closure Day 

 

There are some      
correlations between 
being a Principal and 
being a parent. Both 
roles have times of 
stress and worry 
blended with times 
where you feel joyful 
and proud.  At the end 
of last term and the 

start of this term there have been two 
such occasions. The Small Islands     
Conference and the Settlement Day 
Awards (see photos) showcased the 
amazing talents of our young people and 

From the Principal 
the efforts of our staff.          
Congratulations to all           
students and staff involved in 
these significant events. We are 
deeply proud of your efforts.   

To just show how special our 
school is Executive Leadership 
has decided to start the Top Ten 
Challenge . We will challenge 
a group/individual to provide 
their top 10 reasons why KICE 
is a great school and KI is a 
great place to live. That group 
then is able to challenge the next 

Schools Ministry Group Award 
Earlier this term at a Schools Ministry Group 
(SMG) Community Event, Conrad Tickner, Pastoral 
Care Worker at KICE received the SMG Innovation 
Award in front of 500 guests.  

Conrad was nominated by KICE Principal, Maxine 
McSherry to recognise the positive impact he has 
generated across campuses. “Conrad works across 
three sites situated over 120 kms apart. Sometimes 
children and young people on KI have special needs 
due to geographical isolation. Data from Pre-School 
through to Middle Years indicates social skills,  
resilience and persistence are areas which we can 
develop further. This data has formed the basis of 
much of Conrad’s work to support children and 
young people on KI. Within that scope, Conrad has 
worked at a level that has exceeded our                  
expectations.  

He has developed his own wellbeing initiative with 
his ‘random acts of kindness’ programme. The       
programme has resulted in an increase in random 
acts of kindness and displays of gratitude from       
students and staff both within and beyond the school 
setting. An example of this is when the local 
Parndana Youth group distributed homemade       
biscuits to senior community members with          
messages of gratitude attached. Conrad has also 
been instrumental in implementing the Rite Journey 
programme at KICE through the Middle Years 
Camps Programme, and he most recently supported 
students in their contribution to the International 
Small Islands Conference. Being a positive male 
role model, acting as a confidant and providing  
pastoral care for students are all elements of his 
weekly work.  

His high level skills and caring contributions, 
blended with complete dedication to his role      
cannot be underestimated in terms of the positive 
effects that are transpiring to the wellbeing of the 
KICE and wider KI community.”  

Mrs McSherry attended the event and witnessed 

Conrad receiving the Innovation Award from SMG          
Ambassador Brenton Ragless and Mark Lee from Uniting 
Venues SA - Award Sponsor.  

group. For each group who accepts 
the challenge and meets the          
timeline with a response I will    
donate $10 to the Elle Declan         
foundation. See the first Top Ten 
developed by EL in this newsletter 
and on Facebook. We now         
challenge the children from the 
Parndana Pre-school to give us their 
top 10. They have a week to come 
up with their list.    

Maxine McSherry 

SMG Ambassador Brenton Ragless, Mark Lee 
Uniting Venues – Award Sponsor, Conrad        
Tickner, Maxine McSherry, Principal KICE. 
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Kingscote Campus from Peter Philp 

teachers, those in their first 3 years of 
teaching and I would like to acknowledge 
how capable and competent these           
teachers are. It really is great for the 
school when there is a balance of early 
career teachers and experienced teachers 
working together, both groups learn from 
each other and our students benefit as a 
result of this. I am very lucky to have this 
group of staff to work with and feel very 
reassured to know the students are in 
good hands.  

I hope you have a great term three.    

Peter Philp    

KI CE  NEWS LE TT ER  

Welcome to week 3 of term 
3. Already a lot of extra   
curricula activities have been 
occurring. In week one there 
was the KICE Year 7 camp 
to Adelaide and Arbury 
Park. I would like to        

commend the students on their excellent    
behaviour on this camp and, while this is  
expected it is never the less greatly              
appreciated. I would also like to commend the 
teachers for their excellent organisation with 
this camp. It is timely to remember the huge 
amount of extra time and effort that teachers 
and other staff volunteer to allow events like 

this to happen. When the students respond 
with excellent application and behaviour it 
makes the extra volunteered time and effort 
worthwhile.  

Also in week one we had the KI Settlement 
Day ceremony and I would like to 
acknowledge the Young Achiever Award 
recipients, Matilda S, Brock N, Damon F 
and The Kingscote Campus Breakfast Club 
group. We should feel very proud of the 
efforts and achievements of all these           
recipients. There was an article in The    
Islander paper regards this.  

Currently at Kingscote Campus we have a 
number of beginning and early career        

Welcome Melissa 
Kingscote Campus have welcomed Melissa S (pictured right with her host 
Portia) from Germany this semester as she commences her Study Abroad 
program with KICE. Melissa will be undertaking studies in year 10 and will 
be staying with the Holmes family for the rest of this year. So far Melissa 
has really enjoyed the variety of subjects she is undertaking and the great 
relationships she is forming with students and teachers .We wish Melissa all 
the very best for her stay. If you are interested in hosting an  International 
Student through the DECD International Education program please contact 
Jessie Young by email at jessie.young@kice.sa.edu.au. You can also visit 
https://www.internationalstudents.sa.edu.au/en/homestay/host-a-student/  for 
more information about the program.  

 

Photo 2,3,4: This leaves your thumb,      

pointer and middle finger free to hold the 
top chopstick for manipulating and picking 

up food. 

The bottom chopstick does not move as it 

is held steadfast. The top chopstick acts 
like a fulcrum opening and closing against 

the bottom chopstick. Have a try! 

Hondow Laoshi 

STEM Camp 

Chopsticks in Chinese 
Fun facts about chopsticks. They were        
developed about 500 years ago with the            
intention to use nonviolent instruments for  
eating. Using chopsticks involves over 30 joints 
and 50 muscles in the fingers, wrist, arm and 
shoulder as well as thousands of nerves. About 
one third of the world uses chopstick every day. 
Silver chopsticks were used to test toxicity in 
food in ancient China. Poison will make silver 
chopsticks turn black so the royal family uses 
silver chopsticks to prevent assassination. The 
fear of chopsticks is called, 
“Consecotaleophobia”. 

 This term, Reception to Year 5 students 
are practising how to use chopsticks in 
Mandarin lessons. So bring the          
chopsticks out of the cupboard and help 
your child at home to master this          
practice. Using chopsticks can improve a 
child’s intellect and fine motor skills. 
Photo 1: Place the first chopstick to rest 
in the crease between the pointer finger 
and thumb and hold it firmly with the 
ring and little finger.  

In the school holidays, Kayla R and I were lucky enough to go to the    
National Youth Science Forum STEM Camp. At the camp we were able to 
go on many excursions, including SARDI, SAHMRI and Flinders          
University. 

We worked with 88 students from across South Australia. It was a really 
unique and exciting opportunity that we’ll never forget.  

To all of the current Year 6s and 7s, look out for this awesome opportunity 

next year. Kayla and I will gladly be your mentors. 

Jock M (Year 8) 

1 

2 

3 
4 

Xie xie to Rhys, Anabella, Charlie and 
Conal from the year 3/4 class for          

modelling how to use chopsticks. 

mailto:jessie.young@kice.sa.edu.au
https://www.internationalstudents.sa.edu.au/en/homestay/host-a-student/
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Small Islands of the World Conference 2017 
On Tuesday of Week 10, Term 2, Senior School teacher Claire Mincham-Trowbridge, and 
students Holly M and Josh K, along with local resident, Jennie Teasdale, presented a paper on 
Children’s Perceptions of Place and Islandness as part of the 2017 International Small Islands 
of the World Conference, hosted on Kangaroo Island. This paper explored the changing ideas 
children have about growing up and living on an island.  

Mrs Mincham-Trowbridge was involved with the research for the paper and development of 

the presentation, and Holly and Josh offered individual insights as young people growing up 

on an island that drew significant interest and praise from the conference attendees.              
Photography teacher, Paull Marlow, was also involved in the project, providing unique images 

of KI to accompany the presentation and the publication itself. Thanks to all those who      

contributed to the project, especially Desirée Jurgs at Penneshaw Campus. A great job,         
particularly by the students involved, bringing the ideas of our young people into the          

international spotlight and showcasing the collaborative approach that makes our learning   

environment so successful! 

Claire Mincham-Trowbridge 

Settlement Day 

 

Mayor Peter Clements with (from above 
left): Matilda S, Brock N, Damon F. 
Left: Liana C, Nicole S, Hayley  F,   
Jasmin B, Abby M, Natasha N, Jemma 
B, Kayla I, Heidi Bt (Kingscote Campus 
Breakfast Club) 

On the 27th of July a group of students from Kingscote, Penneshaw and Parndana Campuses travelled to the Mulberry Tree at 
Reeves Point to take part in the 2017 Settlement Day Ceremony. Nina C, Bailey G and Yeshe A represented the 2017 KICE to  
Canberra Delegation and delivered a fantastic speech which acknowledged all the hard work and support that the students have  
received in order to fulfil their dream to visit the Australian Capital Territory. We were also very proud to witness the presentation 
of the Kangaroo Island Young Achiever Awards which saw Matilda S, Brock N, Damon F and the Kingscote Breakfast Club (Liana 
C, Nicole S, Jemma B, Heidi B, Jasmin B, Tash N, Abby  M, Kayla I and Hayley F) all receive recognition for their outstanding 
commitment and contributions towards their community in a variety of fields.  



taking their teaching load with such            
professionalism. The Year 5/6 class and the 
Yr 7’s across KICE have all been involved in 
Camps recently. The Yr 5/6 class travelled to 
Adelaide and stayed at the Zoo and          
Warradale Urban Campsite. The Yr 7 
students travelled to Adelaide to            
participate in an Outdoor Learning 
camp at Arbury Park. They were also 
fortunate to have a tour of Parliament 
House in Adelaide. Thanks must go to 
Ms Wendy Campana and Mr Michael 
Pengilly for giving the Yr 7’s this             
opportunity. 

In the holidays we were approached by The 
Stamford Plaza to see if we would be        
prepared to supply Barramundi for a          
Kangaroo Island promotion for the month of 
August. Daniel and the Agriculture class 
have worked closely with the Stamford and 
‘eatdrinkKI’ to supply the Barramundi on ice 
for transport to Adelaide once a week.   

This month of supplying barramundi has been 
in addition to the ongoing relationship we 

have with Southern Ocean Lodge and the 

weekly supply of barramundi and fresh        

produce from our Ag block.  

As you can see the Campus continues to be a 
busy and productive place. As always, if you 
have any questions or concerns, please          
contact the school. 

Warm regards, 

Amanda Wheaton 
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Book Week 2017 

Parndana Campus from Amanda Wheaton 
Hello families, 

Welcome back to Term 3. 
The term has begun at a 
fast pace and the majority 
of students have returned 
to school with positive 
attitudes towards their 
learning. It has been     

impressive to hear how students have been 
setting learning goals for themselves based 
on their Semester 1 reports and discussions 
with their family in the school holidays. 
Setting goals is so important as we strive to 
be a little bit better at something every day.    

Some of our Middle and Senior School 
students have begun new subjects for     
Semester 2. The Yr 10 students have begun 
a new Yr 10 subject – Research Practices 
which was formerly offered at Yr 11. The 
Yr 9 and 10 cohorts have been split for 
Work Studies, Research Practices, Home 
Ec and Digital Tech. We have also        
welcomed Patti Blucher who joins the team 
working with the Yr 9/10 class on Fridays.  

Alex Smith and Barb Cooper have been on 
leave and we thank Bronte Nolan and    
Michael Virgona for joining our team and 

KI CE  NEWS LE TT ER  

As part of our Book Week Celebrations at Parndana we will have a 

Book Week Dress-up Day and Parade 
on Wednesday 30th August (Week 6) in the Jamie Larcombe Hall. This 

will coincide with the Reception-Year One class running our Campus     
Assembly on this day, with a parade at 9am. 

There will be a prizes for each class for the Best Book Character      
Costume. Playgroup are welcome to participate as well. 

So, get your costumes ready! 

Food Processing FLO Program 
The KICE Year 10 & 11 Food Processing students were      
involved in catering for the 2017 Small Islands of the 
World Conference hosted by Kangaroo Island late last 
term.  

They produced 200 carroway seed rolls, some of them 
lactose free! Well done, it was an amazing team effort. 

Dave Christensen 

The FLO students are busying growing and selling herbs to 
the staff and students at KICE as part of their program.  

Parndana     
students with the 
Wishing Tree 
they created in           
their Mandarin           
lessons with 
Wells Laoshi 

Above left: Max L tending to the plants 

Above right: Gaje S, Nathan C and Zach W selling their 
herbs in front of the FLO room at Kingscote Campus 
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Penneshaw Campus from Leanne Woods 

We have a new family who 
arrived here last week –       
welcome to Penneshaw Campus 
L’Kaiyah, Nevaeh, Kace and 
Kaspian and family!            
Congratulations on the positive 
start to your learning and     
friendships here.   

STEM Quiz night!  Do you know what 
STEM learning is all about? Next Thursday 
17th August we are holding our STEM       
Family Quiz night. You will get to see and 
experience what STEM learning is about, 
and see more about the plans for STEM  
renovations here at Penneshaw. A note has 
gone home about it, and another in this  
newsletter. It starts at 6.30pm, with           
participants on tables of up to 8 people.  
There are separate tables for kids over 7 
years who want to challenge themselves.   
We have some absolutely fabulous prizes, 
(check out the flyer)! Tables are star ting 
to be booked so call soon to join the fun!!   

Years excursion to Kingscote to participate 
in the STEM expo, a Science Week       
Treasure Hunt and a visit from the Waste 
Management board to work with the           
students.   
The week after is Book Week – the Theme 
is “Escape to Everywhere”, and the Library 
is being decorated with all sorts of things 
from “everywhere”. On the Tuesday is the 
Dress Up day with procession and parent 
reading session starting at 9am.  Please 
come along!  All students will participate in 
an Art excursion on the Friday to watch 
Playhouse Performances in Kingscote:    
Primary will see “Puss in Boots: Pet       
Detective” while the 8/9 class will see 
“Great Scott Fitzgerald: Gatsby Unleashed”.  

With all of the activities above we are     
trying to connect students to their learning 
through engaging and varied opportunities, 
and also link to families. Please show how 
you value your child’s school learning and 
join us where you can. I look forward to 
seeing you. 

Leanne Woods 
 

The 2/3/4 students went on a field study of Penneshaw, 
where they recorded man-made and natural objects 
around the town. 

The following lesson, students worked in teams to 
sketch a map of their own, and draw the front and birds 
eye-view of the objects found. These images were taped 
to small blocks and placed on the map to indicate where 
they found those objects on the field trip. 

2/3/4 Field Study of Penneshaw 

Next week is SSO Recognition Week, and I 
would like to recognise and show appreciation 
for the exceptional work that our SSOs do.  
Thank you Andrea, Deb, Della, Helen and 
Rachel! Your support of students, staff and 
community ensure our campus runs smoothly, 
and cooperatively.   

At the end of this term Mrs Jessie Curtis is on 
leave. During that time Brydie Pedler will 
make a guest appearance to work with the 
class while Jess is away. Brydie is doing a 
famil this Friday to say hello to the class and 
work with Jess.   
Welcome to Mrs Bronte Nolan who will be 
teaching in the Middle Years classes on 
Wednesdays for this year.  

Did you know that whilst on camp at Arbury 
Park, the Year 7 students made some bird  
boxes?  Have a look around the yard to see if 
you can see where they have been placed.   

Next week is Science Week, and we are    
celebrating is lots of ways, including a Middle 

Wishing Tree 

 

At Penneshaw and Parndana campuses we made Wishing Trees during our Mandarin lessons.  

In Hong Kong there are very old trees called the Wishing Trees (the Lam Tsuen wishing trees). Legend has 

it that if you make a wish at these trees, it might come true! You have to write a wish on a piece of paper 

and attach it to an orange. You throw the wish up into the tree. If the wish 'sticks' it will be granted, and the 

higher up the tree it sticks, the more likely it is to come true! If the wish falls to the ground, it means your 

wish is too greedy. 

Students had fun putting their wishes on their very own Wishing Tree. I wonder which ones will come 

true??!! 

Wells Laoshi 

Year 8/9 students have been cooking up a storm in Home Ec. This 
week we prepared Yeshe’s Miso Ramen and Harry’s Spicy Buffalo 
Wings. 

The Middle Years Students were excited to start our Potato    
Growing Competition. 

In pairs, students are growing spuds 
in recycled bags. As they sprout, 
we’ll keep covering them up to 
encourage more potatoes. At the 
end of the season we’ll be looking 
for the biggest, roundest, weirdest 
and highest number of potatoes. 
Good luck! 

Elyssa Kreher 
Callum W & Brock O with 
their spud bags 

Genevieve N & Isabelle C 
with their spud bags 

Middle Years News 

Right: Dakota C and Taylah W 
with the Wishing Tree 
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Year 7 Camp 

 

we had our first activity 
which was an          
orienteering based one 
to help us discover 
Arbury Park. After that 
we hung out and ate 
tea. After tea we went 
for a night walk. 
The next day we got 
into groups and did a 
variety of activities 
like: Mission Survival, 
where you have to 
complete missions as a 
group and carry fake 
‘toxic waste’. Another one was Looking 
for Evidence, where you look for animal 
clues, such as, hair, footprints, poo and 

feathers. Then we went to listen 
to the sound around us. Another 
activity we did was called     
Natures Recyclers, where you 
look and discover worms living 
and capture small insects e.g. 
caterpillars and frogs. Lastly was 
Orienteering, where you use a 
map to find different checkpoints 
and when you find them you 
hole punch into a piece of paper. 
After two days, which flew by 
with all the great activities, we 
had a great trip to Arbury Park. 
Hopefully we get to see and meet 

the wonderful people and places again. Also, 
us Year 7’s would like to thank the teachers 
that helped organise the wonderful camp. 

By Kali T and Ella W 

Parenting KI coordinated & funded a visit 
to Kangaroo Island on the 26th and 27th 
July by Author, Public Speaker and              
Counsellor, Mark Le Messurier. Mark is 
author of the ‘What’s the Buzz?’ the social 
skills program that is used in the Kangaroo 
Island Schools. 

On Wednesday Mark travelled to        
Penneshaw Campus where he shared a 
session with the Reception to Year 4     
students on ‘Worry: Knowing About it, 
and Dealing with it’. They listened to a 
story about Archie and how he was          
worried about talking in front of the class. 
They discussed the early warning signs of 

Parenting KI Workshop 
worry and came up with ways 
of dealing with this feeling. The 
Years 5-9 then learnt about 
‘Handling Disappointment’. 
Mark and the students looked at 
the ‘Catastrophe Scale’ and 
what level different situations 
might rate on this scale. At the 
Kingscote Campus that       
afternoon, Mark spoke with the 
Reception and Year 1 students 
about ‘Working with Feelings’. 
Students made a list of all the 
feelings they know and how 
they can use words and facial 
expressions to describe how 
they are feeling. 

On Thursday Mark visited the Parndana 
Campus where we repeated the ‘Working 
with Feelings’ sessions with the Reception, 
Year 1 & Year 2 students. The Years 5,6 & 
8 learnt about ‘Tuning in to what’s      
Happening Around you’. This session gave 
students information about how to read 
different social situations. Mark’s last  
student session was back at the Kingscote 
Campus with the Year 3s and looked at 
‘Feeling: Responding to the Feelings of 
others’.  

On the Thursday night 33 parents and   
Educators joined Mark for a session on 

‘Dealing with Big Feelings’. They learnt 
about letting children know that we are 
going to let them talk and that it’s ok to 
have feelings and that these feelings ebb 
and flow. We need to let our children 
know that it is ok to ask for help to    
manage their emotions and parents and 
Educators were given tools to ‘lower the 
temperature’ around angry or anxious 
feelings. 
The presentation can be viewed at https://
www.youtube.com/results?
search_query=Mark+Le+Messurier 
For further information, please contact 
Parenting KI Project Officer, Kate    
Murray on 0428825906 or at 
kate.murray473@schools.sa.edu.au . 

On Wednesday the 26th of July, all the 
Year 7 students from all 3 campuses came 
together and went on the 10:30am ferry to 
head off to camp. The ferry was smooth 
sailing. Once we got off the boat we  
headed to South Australian Parliament 
House. It was a long drive, but we got 
there safely. We met Mr Pengilly outside 
of Parliament House. Once we got inside 
we had to walk through security, then 
walk down two lots of stairs. We split into 
two groups and we got to tour different 
places around Parliament such as the 
Green  Room, Red Room, Library and 
Main  Lobby. After that we left and went 
to  Arbury Park. As soon as we got there 
we met David the Principal and Emma 
our camp coordinator. After unpacking, 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Mark+Le+Messurier
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Mark+Le+Messurier
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Mark+Le+Messurier
mailto:kate.murray473@schools.sa.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/KangarooIslandCommunityEducationKice/photos/a.431960106825085.96119.415535695134193/1517226454965106/?type=3
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Community Links 



KICE teachers are preparing for the first integrated Middle Years STEM Day. This will be held at 
Kingscote Campus on Wednesday 16th August 2017. 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) education is based on the idea of 
educating students in an interdisciplinary approach, rather than teaching the four areas in isolation. 
The blended learning environment can show students how the scientific method can be applied to 
everyday life. 

The STEM Day aims to increase students’ interest in STEM learning. KICE has teamed up with 

community organisations, including local representatives from DEWNR, PIRSA and Seal Bay, as 

well as off-island organisations including Fleurieu Regional Waste Authority to plan some          

engaging and interactive activities for all Middle Years students. 

 

Crystal Henderson 
Senior Leader, Learning Improvement Primary 

Kangaroo Island Partnership 

RE SPE CT    HO NE STY     DOING 

YO UR BE ST    RE SPONSIBILITY    

CARE 

Kangaroo Island Community Education    

sponsored and supported by  

Curriculum Corner 

www.kice.sa.edu.au 
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Sixty Years and Counting! 
In 1981 it was back to junior primary  
teaching at Parndana School for Yvonne, 
which is where she still works all these 
years later as a relief teacher. 

Yvonne said she has always worked in  
public education – something she is proud 
of. 

“When I was only 15 I signed a legal bond 
to the then Education Department to       
complete 3 years of teaching at a public 
school upon completion of my teacher      

training. I began my training as 
a Preliminary Probationary 
Student in 1954 when I was in 
year 11 at Birdwood High 
School. The following year I 
moved to Adelaide Girls High 
School for year 12 where I 
became a Probationary       
Student,” she said. 

“I enjoyed working in the      
public education system so 
much that I never left! 

“Teachers I work with are  
always so dedicated and are 
working for the betterment of 
children’s lives. 

“I am proud of the caring,   
protective, attractive           
environments that our teachers 
provide for our children. 

“I have always appreciated my colleagues, 
and now, although quite a few teachers are 
the same age as my grandchildren, I am 
treated as an equal.” 

When asked about when she might consider 
giving up teaching, Yvonne said “when I 
feel I can no longer give to teaching and 
when it becomes an effort to go to school, 
that’s the time, and it has not happened yet. 

“My registration is due for renewal in 
2019…and I intend to renew it,” she said. 

Congratulations Yvonne and thank you for 
your outstanding contribution to public  
education! 

Arriving at Kangaroo Island on the S.S 
Karatta boat in 1958 was the beginning of 
the then 20-year-old Yvonne Hams’ career 
as a teacher. 

With just a case and teaching aids in hand, 
Yvonne was met on the Kingscote jetty by 
the chairman of her new school’s parent 
committee and his family, who she would 
live with while teaching year 1 students at 
Parndana School. 

A class of more than 40 students (all seated 
in rows) kept her on her toes, but 
was a thrilling experience and great 
leap into the teaching world. 

Everything was going great for 
Yvonne and a saying at the time that 
‘single female teachers would be 
snapped up by farmers’ sons’ proved 
to be true, after meeting local shearer 
Ron Hams. 

Young, in love, and enjoying every 
moment of teaching, Yvonne’s   
happiness was shattered when after 6 
months she was called into her then 
Head Master’s office to be told a 
married woman wanted to return to 
teaching, which meant that as she 
was the ‘last teacher in’ she was to 
be ‘the first out’. 

Yvonne had just 3 days to pack up 
and travel to Port Pirie to start a new 
job, which she was “devastated” about. On 
her first day at Port Pirie Primary School, 
Yvonne asked for a transfer form to return 
to Kangaroo Island, and 6 what-felt-like 
long months later she was back where she 
felt she belonged. 

Back at Parndana School, Yvonne was  
given a class of year 4 students, and then 
not long after became the year 8 class       
teacher taking English, maths, social studies 
and Latin. 

When reflecting on her career, Yvonne said 
teaching has been a pleasure and has given 
her so much. 

“One of the highlights of my teaching   
career was taking my class on a 4-day   
excursion to Adelaide, which included the 
John Martin’s Christmas Pageant,” she 
said. 

“We visited the zoo, Government House, 
Fairyland Village, The Big Rocking Horse, 
the museum, the chocolate factory, Popeye 
and many other interesting sites. 

“I continued this excursion annually for 16 
years.” 

In 1959 Yvonne and Ron were engaged 
and they married in 1960. A life on         
Kangaroo Island was meant to be. Yvonne 
continued teaching until she had her first 
child, which soon turned into 2, then 3, 
then twins and then one more! To focus on 
her 6 children, Yvonne took a step back 
from teaching for 10 years, but her passion 
never faded. 

Yvonne began teaching again in 1971, 
taking on numerous junior primary classes. 
In 1979 she became the director of the 
kindergarten in Kingscote, a time she still 
cherishes today. 


